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TO prot;ct the lives 01 c the useful or harmless 

Rild anLmls and birds OC the countr;,: alid at the sana tima to guard grovirg 

crops and livestock against dopredat;ons of isjuzious -,e:ild life is the com- 

plex problem in conscrvatZon -which the Biological Survey of the United States 

Department of Agriculture is constantly facing and atte:rpting to solva. The 

services of this bureau become more important as time goes on and the scope 

of its organization is enlarging accordingly. Especially has this been the 

case during tho fiscal year e-C!cd Juno 3G, 1325, according to the annual re- 

port of the chief of t'ne Biolo~icnl Survey. 

The increasing occqation and development of the United States, says 

Doctor K~lson, make it increasingly diificult to maintain cvez; a fair repre- 

sentation of the once enormous natural resources in gale and fur-bearing 

animals and game and insoctivozous birds i;l this country. At the same time, 

tho wide-spread Csrds of domestic stock and the extension of the farming 

areas have given predatory aninalx and lharmful roticnts of many species an 

abundant food supply, under the i:ifl-aonce of -.-+.ich Yneir rzvmbers increase and 

necessitate active csntrol. 
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TO accomplish the varied tasks involved in these problems calls 

for field and laboratory investigational work by trained specialists, 

and the maintenance of rarlen service to safc,qusrd Federal Tild-life 

refuges and to enforce ~edoral ,~~,me lans, as dell as a force to conduct 

field campaigns to control ?Ald animal and occasional bird pests. 

The economic phases of the bureau's work have included operations 

for the control of predatory animals, chiefly in the West. Skilled 

hunters have been detailed to take these destructive animals whtrever 

they occur, and to patrol borders especially in Arizona and Nem Mexico 

for animals coming across the international boundary. That predatory 

animals have been considerably reduced in nuinbers is shown by the fact 

that 352 Tolves were taken, 37,255 coyotes, 220 mountain lions, 2,945 

bobcats, and 61 Canada lynxes. In addition probably tv:iCe as many 

coyotes mere killed in poisoning campaigns. Meawres to reduce the 

numbers of coyotes and bobcats have also served to check the spread of 

rabies, v?nich is carried by these animals. In cooperation nith State 

extension services and other State and private organizations, constant 

warfare is maged by the Biological Survey against injurious rodents, 

which consume vast quantities of grain'and grasses in the Vest. 

The study and conservation of fur-bearing animals, for many c 

yoars one of the projects of the bureau, has been since July 1, 1934, 

designated as a separate division of fw resources. Under this divi- 

sion is maintained an experimental fur farm at Saratoga Springs, 17. Y., 

for investigational mork in the propagation of f?n-bearing animals in 

captiyrity. 
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The Alas%. ram lan, passed by t% last session of the 68th Songrcss, 

provided lor th2 esta3li&,r:;~nt of ax. ,ql~ska &ne Commission of five zexbers, 

all residents of klsska, and one of then t-he chief representative of the 

Siological Surwy i?i tile Tsrritcry. 2-z r0;idsnt co;missiomrs appointed 

by the Secretary 0;" Agriculture to cxfcrce the lam and the reglations 

promulgated by ‘him nil1 'i-eve available for th0ir use t'ne vast store of in- 

formation on birds and mawals il: the files of the departmnt and the coopera- 

tion of the Biological Survey. 

The appropriation of funds by Congress for the estabiisl;?ent of the 

Upper Mississippi River 'Gild Life and Fish aefupe, esteadi:lg for about 300 

nilzs Setmen Rock Islar,d, Ill., and Yabasha, X411-n., has brought the mmber 

of Federal mild-lifr! reservations urlder the jurisdiction of tho Biol0gi0al 

Survdy to 70. These refwps and pres:zrves for m%ld birds and animals are 

distributed ovw the United ~:ates, and irr Port0 Rico, Hawaii, and Alaska, 

and constitute an mtensivo ?hasc of the comer-mt;oK v:ork of the lmreau. 

Copies of the: anxwl. reFort of ths Bureau of BioloGical Survey may 

be had, +hila the supply lasts, by addressing ths TJnited States Dqpartnent 

Of Agriculture, !Tashing-lon, I). C. 

343-26 


